“Trail extension work

~may soon be on track

Officials anticipate work to
make trail 2 miles longer to
get under way this year.

By STEVE MOCARSKY
smocarsky@timesleader.com

HAZLE TWP. - Officials and
volunteers with Greater Hazle-
ton Rails to Trails hope that
work to extend the trail another
2 miles will begin later this year.

The organization secured
about $540,000 in state and fed-
eral grants and raised the re-
mainder of the approximately
$630,000 needed to extend the
trail from Hazle Brook to Eck-
ley Miners Village, and design,
construct and install a prefabri-
cated bridge to cross a gorge
about a halfmile from the end
of the current trail.

The plan is to hook up the
Greater Hazleton trail to the
Delaware & Lehigh National
Heritage Corridor Trail, also
known as Lehigh Gorge Trail,
said Bob Skulsky, executive di-
rector of Greater Hazleton Civ-
ic Partnership, the trails’ parent
organization.

On their way there, hikers
and bikers will see deciduous
forest, lakes and beautiful coun-
tryside in the first leg of the
Greater Hazleton trail, land
that's being reclaimed in the
second, land with strip mines a
little further along and the his-
toric Eckley Miners Village, in
which coal miners used to live
in the 1800s.

“There's alot of history and a
lot of heritage tied to this trail. group
« There will be interpmtive
signs to explain all of it,” said
Skulsky, 85, of Hazleton.

The organization already has
come a long way, having opened
the 4-mile trek through nature
to the public in 2005 after in-
vesting about $700,000 secured
through grants fundraising to

| make the trail a reality.

Rails to Tmils Committes
Chairwoman Sue Nasrani has

trails in Luzerne, Carbon and
Schuylkill counties for years
looking for a suitable trait to de-
velop.

Nasrani, 66, who moved from
Hazleton to Swoyersville just
about a year ago, said the trail
itself has become a “wonderful”
recreational amenity in south-
emn Luzerne County.

“The parking lot, especially
on good days, is always filled.
We have about 2,000 people a
month going through. Every
time I see someone in the com-
munity who knows about Rails
to Trails, they thank us. It's
great for the schools, the area
and for people who like to walk.
It's a great success and we're ex-
cited about it," she said.

Michele Schasberger, project
manager for Wyoming Valley
Wellness Trails Partnership,
track trail usage by monitoring
changes in ambient air temper-
ature near the trail head show
that usage increased about 40
percent from the period of Octo-
ber 2007 through September
2008 to the period of October
2008 through September 2009,

“Part of the reason we're see-
ing 80 much increased use is
that Bob's group works very
hard to promote the trail, They
schedule a lot of events,” Schas-
berger said.

Schasberger, 43, of Kingston,
said she occasionally travels to
Greater Hazleton with her fam-
ily to walk the trail. Her chil-
dren love to use the exercise sta-
tions,sheu!d.addlngﬁnttbe

is seeking a grant
thrwghPennSmetopmchue
and install more infrared trail
counters to monitor usage of
the trail amenities,

Another amenity in the works
18 an environmental education
area where hikers and bikers
can stop to learn about the vari-
ous types of wildlife and vegeta-
tiont they might see while tra-
mmmemmmnon
area is a |
Hazleton.




