LOCALM

Electromc scavenger hunt
attracting fans worldwide

B A geocaching event
was held Saturday at the
Greater Hazleton rail-trail.

By JIMDINO
Sealiraer

i Onthe TV serjes "Bat-
jman,” the Riddler would
Teave Batman and Robin
iclues to his next crime, so
‘they could try to cateh him.,
Ever hear of a poker run,
'where cards are usad as
clues to fiollow a route? Or
| ow abotit & scavenger
bumt?
Any of those ganmmujd

event was held Saturday at
the Greater Hazleton Rails-
to-Trails walking tradl.
What makes this scaven-
ger hunt high-tech is the use
of GPS, or global position-
They re not like the gadgets

in vehicles, but are the hand-

held variety which ave more
durable and better to use for
geocache imting.

“A car GPS will get you in
the area where a geocache
is, but not exactly” said Joe
Stefanoski, who has become

Wanda Cook opens one of 10
geocaches that were hidden,

alocal expert on geocaching
since attending the first geo-
cache event at the Hazleton
trail in 1996

“The car GPS units are
not as durable as the hand-
held, which will still work if
you drop them in the woods
somewhere

Stefanoski, who lives in
Hazleton, started the same
wqmmm
— inquisitive.

“I had a GP3 under my
hed," Stefanoski said. “T
took a magazine article off
the Infernet, and ran with it
from there.”

He led the geocachers Sat-
urday — becanse he “plant-
&d" the goodies to find.

“A geocache ranges from
sornething as amall as a fin-
gernall — they are called
nanos — to the sizeof a
geocache was a bucket bur-
ied in Oregon. But there are
strict rules now, and you are
not allowed to bury them."

Stefanoski also designed
the geacache event. He
wiote a description of iton

the Internet, and provided
some direction as to where
the geocaches were located
along the trail.

Bob Skulsky, executive
director of the Greater
Hazleton Area Civic Part

nership, which is overseeing

constriction of the trail,
explained how the website
works.

“You go to www geocache.
com, and type in you ZIP
code,” Skulsky said. "It will
then tell you where the geo-
caches in your area are

There were some experi-
enced geocachers on hand
Satunday but there were

Charlie Ague of Sugar-
loaf has become an avid geo-
cacher in the last year His
neighbor, Wanda Cook,
started a few years ago but
hasn't participated recently

To pet everyone's feet wet,
Stefanoski gave them a few
clues where the first geo-
cachewas,

“Tt's around this parking
lot,” he sald, referring to the
lot off East Broad Street,
where the trail begins. “And,
it's magnetic."

It took just a few mimites
for oneof the geocachers to
g [ind a metal mailbox
railed to the informa-
tion kiosk at the head
of the parking lot.

There it was.

“There are many
different kinds of
peocaches ™ Stefanos.
kisaid "Thereisa
341 multicache, which

a8 are all connected
together, and gives
you the (GPS) coordi-
nates to the next one
Thers is an earth
cache, which is what
they have in Centra-
lia, And there's the
puzzle caches, which
1 have you solve a puz-
m‘"

This one happened
torbe amulti-cacke,
and the electronic geocache
device Stefanoski had mag-
natized under the mailbox
gave clues towhers the sec-
ond geocache was.

Walking down the path
for about a quarter of amile
— and around the bendin
the trail — Stefanoski
g

“It's about 14 feet away, so
you can look aroand,” be
said. “On the sheet (infor-
mation printed from the

Internet entry), it indicates

the terrainas 1.5. A rating
of 1isflat ground. A rating

of, say, 6, could be uphill or :

in a tree. That's extreme
geocaching, when you have
to climb a tree.™

Stefanosii also
explained how to search
for one.

“Since we are not
allowwed to uiry them, we
have to disguise them,” he
gaid. “Tf you look around,
and you see something that
wouldn't happen naturally
— a mound of dirt, a pile
of wood — that may be
where it is.”

He walked into a wooded

area, and reaching wundes-
peath some tree limbs that
had been broken off —or
possibly sheared off by
lightning — he pulled out a
small Tupperware contalnes
with a bloe lid.

“This one is called “bro-
ken,' he sald. *A goocache
may contain wadeable
items. They will be identi-
fied. The idea is to trade
them for something or equal
or greater value,”

Stefanoski sald a trade-
ahle item he once had ended
up in Alaska, even though
he has participated in events
no farther away than New
York and New Jersey

Ague said he plants geo-
caches, and includes clec.
tronics 5o he can monitor
them.

“Thave 23 of them out,”
Aguesaid. “All Ido is sitin
my living room and watch
what happens to them.”

But Stefanoski and Ague
cautioned the rules marndate
that a geacacher, if he or she
wants to place a geocache cil
private land, get the land-
OWNer's permission.

“There have baen people
but not around here, who
have placed geocaches that
were found, and people
didn’t know what they
were," Ague said, “So they
called the police, and in
some cases, blew up the
geocaches thinking they
were a bomb.

A popular activity
Even though geocaching
is relatively new, it has
caught on worldwide, with
1.1 million participants.
“There are geocaching
groups on the Internet, like
NEPAG, Northeastern
Permsylvania Geocachers,
and SEPAG, Southeastern
Permsylvania Geocachers,'
groups in Schuyikill Cotr-
ty and the Lehigh Vallex
There are three groups in
New Jersey: one in north-
ern, one central and one in
southern New Jersey. They
meet onee a month. There
aremore geocachers in
Afphanistanthan there are
in Mexico.™
These clubs, or groups,
organize geocache events,
and even et Up systems
which grade whatageo- |
cacher finds. -
“Yout get credit for cer-
tain items," Stefanoski
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Joe Stefanoski opens a geocache that was hidden
along the Greater Hazleton Rails-to-Trails hiking and

biking trail during an event Saturday.

said. “A panel will judge
that "

Cook is going on vacation,

20 she attended Saturday's
event to brush up soshe can

geocache where she is going.

To Ague, geocaching is
like fishing.

“That’s what [ like so
much about it," he satd. “No

matter whene you go, geo-
caching means there's
always something for youto
do, I'm going to Florida in
the fall, and I'm going to get
some in theve, The people
who live there know the
goodd places to geocache.”

fding@standardspeaker.com
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