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Rails-to-Trails to host g

By JIM DINO
StaffWriter

The Greater Hazleton
Areat Railsto-Tralls walking
trail will be the site of a geo-
cache event Saturday after-

oo,

Bob Skulsky, executive
director of the Greater
Hazleton Area Civic Partner
ship — the organization that
is developing the trall — said
the sport of geocache uses
global positioning satellite

PS) devices,

“GPS devices used to be
off limits to the public,” he
said. “They were like our
secret weapon. But then, peo-
ple all over the world had
access to them, so President
(Bill) Clinton signed an exec-
utive order and declassified
them."

The whale idea behind
geocache is to use GPS info
to track down items that are
buried, like a time capsule
wotld be.

“It's like looking for bur-
ied treasure,” Skulsky said.
“There's a container buried

think it is now in Oregon.”

Skulsky said thereare 1.1
million geocache units
throughout the world, and
that the spart has become
very popular with young
families.

Those participating in Sat-
urday’s event will be asked
tofind 10 geocache packages
buried along the trail.

The event will begin in the
trail's parking lot off East
Broad Streetat 1 pm. Every-
thing will be free. Partici-
pants are asked to bring
their own water and can
bring their own hand-held
GPS units.

Participants will break off
into groups, each with a

knowledgeable leader,
semhﬁxtbecadw.m
can stay as long as they
want, and look for more
caches if desired.

The event {s a Keystone
Active Zone passport stop

Trail volunteers will pro-
videa brief introduction

about geocaching, including
how to find coordinates, how

went off very well. We gave
away about 80 bike helmets.
“When we first started
(with the event), it was held
to thank the volunteers, and
to get people on the trail. But
we don't have to get people
on the trail. We had 35,000
visitors last year and we
anticipate more this year™
Sue Nasrani, chairman of
the trail committee, said it
used to hold regular walks
on Sundays, but suspended

tahwﬁmtnnwﬂmlrm
Nasrani, too, said the

muan of the partnership and
president of the Greater
Hazleton Chamber of Com-
merce, sald the chamber has
had trouble raising money
to pay Skulsky's part-time
salary

“He's only part-time, but
he is always up on that trail.
He puts in 60 hours a week. |
hope we can get other dona-
tions for Bob's salary" Pal-
ermo said.

Skulsky and Nasrani
offered their thanks to sev.
eral individuals and local
businesses that contributed
tothe trail
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Sponsors of the Rails-to-Trails project and members of the Greater Hazleton Area

Civic Partnership gathered Wednesday at the starting area. They are, front row, from left:
Lillian Skulsky, Greater Hazleton Board of Realtors and sponsor; Melanie Kalinowski, Greater
Hazleton Health Alllance and gold sponsor; Loule DeLorenzo, Fresh Start Bakery, silver spon-
sor; Terry Hartlage, Dial Corporation, silver sponsor; Bob Shafer, Humboldt Industrial Supply,
bronze sponsor; Jason Bedio, Humboldt Industrial Supply, bronze sponsor; Robert Sagan,
Hazleton City Water Department; and Emil Cann, Alfred Benesch and Company, bronze
sponsor. Back row: Tom Hood, GHACP board member; Sue
Nasranl, chairperson, Rails-to-Tralls; Bob Skulsky, executive
director, Rails-to-Trails; Joe Yannuzzi, vice president, GHACP;
Paul Oswald, Boy Scouts of America District executive; and
Donna Palermo, president, GHACP.The following silver spon-
sors were missing from the photo: Luzerne County Conven-
tion & Visitors Bureau, and Quaker Oats. Five bronze spon-
sors and nearly 20 other
significant sponsors were
not prasent for the photo,




