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Rails to Trails Committee Meeting
Monday, January 8, 2007
CAN DO Community Room
Present: Bob Skulsky, Sue Nasrani, Bob Sagan, Mike Korb, Tom Orgozalek, Karl Bergamo, Carl Frankle, and Evelyn Welshko.
1. Sue reported on First Night, which went well, but more volunteers are needed in the beginning of the evening because of the number of people buying tickets.  Even with two there was little time to talk about Rails to Trails.  Thanks to Sue, Joanne, Bob Skulsky and his wife, and Mike Korb and his wife for helping that night.
2. 2007 Events: Most meetings will be the first Monday of the month unless holidays interfere.  We will still meet in the Can Do building for two more months, but will then move to Cityscape down the street when the Chamber moves.  Walks will be the third Sunday at 1:00 p.m., and the Hike and Bike will be on June 2.  Our Pizza Sale will be March 15.  Order forms will be passed out at the next meeting and mailed in February.
3. Bob Sagan reported the Beryllium Road is closed just after his house. The Township in conjunction with the County had a steel gate put in to eliminate illegal dumping and other illegal activities. The Greater Hazleton Rails to Trails has an access key for the gate..
4. Karl and Tom have been putting in mile marker signs and will be putting elevation signs as well as a marquee list.  Tom has found a way to clean off the graffiti on the signs.  Karl will be calling Mike Volo about the aluminum signs.
5. Volunteers signed up to man the R-T booth at the first Pocono Outdoor Show at Mt. Laurel Resort on Jan. 13, 14, and 15.
6. The KAZ program is the Keystone Action Zone Program to promote walking on area trails by local students.  Local media are getting involved so area students will sign up, get a passport for the trails and walk them.  At the end of the summer, there will be a picnic.
7. Director’s Report:  There were four memorial donations made in December.  Books were donated by R-T to the library in memory of Sue’s mother and Joanne’s father, both of which died December 13.  Both Sue and Joanne thanked the committee for its caring and thoughtfulness.  We are awaiting the formal letter authorizing a DCNR Addendum to increase our present grant by $30,000 to allow us to add the final surface material to the trail.  An International Paper Grant for $2500 was approved to be used toward the resurfacing project thanks to Nadine Veet of our Rails to Trails committee.  As far as the damaged first part of the trail by flooding, Bob Skulsky said that we might need to install a culvert with a bridge to replace the present pipes at the scene of the last two washouts.  We hope to have the Exercise Stations completed by June 2, for our Hike and Bike Event.  Trail Criminal Mischief,  two bollards at the parking lot have been destroyed and one at the Stockton road by a pick up truck. The truck then gained access to joyride the trail late in the night.  The State Police are investigating.  We will join the Susquehanna Trailers Hiking Club on February 25 at 12:45 PM on our trail for a trail walk and to introduce their club to our trail.   Bob wants to start a semi-annual newsletter for the public and wants a volunteer to be in charge of developing it.  Call Bob if you are interested in helping out with this project.  It was decided to order more hats; large and XL tee shirts are still available. 
8. Our next walk will be on Jan. 21 at 1 p.m. at the parking lot.  Destination will depend on the weather.

9. Next meeting will be Monday February 5, 2007.
Submitted by Sue Nasrani 
