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Steering Committee Meeting MINUTES

Wednesday, January 3rd , 2006, 8:15 AM, CAN DO Community Room

Attendance:  

Donna Palermo, Jack St. Pierre, Betty Hodgson, Jane Danish, Jim Dino, Bob Krizansky, Karl Bergamo and Bob Skulsky, Director.

1.     Donna Palermo welcomed everybody, thanked him or her for attending and wished everyone a Happy New Year.  
2.    Rails to Trails: Bob Skulsky and Karl Bergamo briefed the Rails to Trails project including the following:

a. Memorial donations are now being received for Sue Nasrani’s mother, Mrs. Charlotte Lewis who passed away recently.  Also, the C.P. R-T Committee donated a book in Mrs. Lewis’s name.

b. Bob reported on First Night Activities, including thanking the volunteers who helped at the booth.

c. Karl also reported on recent vandalism at the trail.  Some type of vehicle, probably a pick-up truck smashed three bollards along the trail the evening of 1-5-07.  A criminal mischief report was filed with the PA State Police.  An incident number No 1-0861349 was assigned and it’s being investigated.        

3. Scholarship Program:  Jack St. Pierre reported the following, including:
a. Jack reported that we renewed our Scholarship Certificate of Deposit on December 26th for a thirteen month term at 5.02%, 5.15APY. The current value of the CD is $12,696.95.

b. It was also reported that one of our recent Scholarship recipients, Jesse Fox, had his Spring tuition paid since our last meeting    

4. Black Creek Township Memorial and Park:  Betty Hodgson reported the following:

a. Betty reported that her committee is planning a cruise as a fundraiser for later this year. In addition, she reported on a recent grant request through Senator John Gorner’s office that was completed by Betty, her committee, and Bob Skulsky.  Betty also reported that she wants to have her board members meet with Bob to go over the details of how recent grant monies obtained from Representative Eachus’s office can be spent.  Bob will meet with Betty and her board to go over record keeping, receipts to be saved, and grant close out procedures.            

5. New Business

a. Bob discussed a meeting that was held with Barry Jais, WYLN General Manager  regarding the Keystone Activity Zone (KAZ) Program.  The meeting was facilitated by Bob between the Wyoming Valley Wellness Trails Partnership, Steps for a Healthier PA, GHACP, and the Delaware Lehigh National Heritage Corridor.  WYLN agreed to be a Media Partner to help us promote this program.

b. Bob also reported that a meeting is being scheduled with Gary Yakubick, Standard Speaker to solicit their help with this program.  More information will follow on this program at our next meeting.

c. Rails to Trails Storm Damage:  Bob wanted to publicly thank the City of Hazleton, Team Supply, and Hazleton Materials for their help in restoring the Greater Hazleton Rails to Trails after extensive storm damage that occurred on December 1st.  After the city finished the repairs, a volunteer group went to do the finishing raking and shoveling to restore the trail.

d. Outdoor Show: The White Haven Chamber of Commerce contacted the GHACP & Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor regarding supporting the first ever Pocono Outdoor Show at the Mountain Laurel Resort.  Booth space cost was $150 per booth but the show promoters agreed to provide the GHRT and D&L NHC adjoining booths for $75.  The show is being held on January 13-15th.

6. Director’s Report:

a. The International Paper Foundation, for final finishing stone for the trail, approved a grant for $2,500.  We are still working with PA DCNR to have our current grant increased by $15K for the finishing stonework.

b. Form 990:  We recently submitted a second extension request for our Form 990 to the IRS. Because we have been unsuccessful to date in getting our 990 done pro bono we again are asking volunteers to tackle the project.  Peter Diesroth, and Brenda Reigle will assist Dan Guydish and myself in completing this task.

c. The Susquehanna Trailers Hiking Club has scheduled a hike on our trail for Sunday 26th February. The Greater Hazleton Rails to Trails Committee have changed their February hiking date from Feb 18th to the 25th to coincide with their hike. Weather permitting we should have a lot of people getting to know and enjoy the trail on that date.

7. Our next Greater Hazleton Area Civic Partnership Steering Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday February 7th , 2007.

Bob Skulsky

Executive Director

GHACP    
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